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                  Important Notice of Meeting Place and Time Change!  
 

 
NEW DATE:               Thursday, October 21, 2010  TIME :            6:00PM 
 

 
NEW LOCATION:      The North Adams Public Library  
                                74 Church St., North Adams 
 
PROGRAM:     To be announced 
 
 

  

The 47th Annual Jewelry, Gem & Mineral Show 

Mark the date for our annual Gem show on September 11th and 12th  starting at 10 a.m. at the American Legion 
Post #90, Rt. 7,  Pownal , VT. The entry fee will be free to those 15 and under and $4 for all others. This is our 
big event of the year and your help is needed. Please contact Larry Michon at 413-663-8430 or by email at 
lmichon@rcn.com if you can volunteer for all or part of that weekend. 

Cindy Hancock resigns. 

Cindy Hancock has announced her retirement as club treasurer. She has been considering this for some time as 
her eyesight is failing. President Dan Washburn has taken over as temporary treasurer until elections can be 
held for Cindy’s replacement this fall. 

Field Trips 

William Wise Fluorite mine in Westmoreland, NH this Sunday, August 22nd 
 

This is your opportunity to visit an historic fluorite mine operated by our long time member Tom Kustra. We 
will meet at the Big Y parking lot in North Adams at 8am this Sunday to car pool. For those who wish to meet 
us there we will meet at the first gas station on the left after crossing the bridge over the Connecticut river from 
Brattleboro headed east on Route 9 at 9:15am. Please call me at 413-446-1893 or send me an email at 
lmichon@rcn.com to let me know you are planning to come. 

Bob Michaels is planning field trips to hunt for Herkimer diamonds at Fonda, NY and the Chester Mica Mine in 
south county. Dan Washburn is planning to lead a trip to the Lafarge Quarry in Ravena, Albany County, New  

Turquoise worked steer skull 
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York. No dates have been set yet. Dates and times will be announced or you can let them know of your interest 
and availability by emailing Bob at percibul@aol.com and calling Dan at 518-495-2070. 

Grandes’ Gallery Going out of Business 

Marie Grande has announced that her mineral dealer business is going out of business. Excerpts from her letter 
follow. 

Dear Dealer/Friend: 

After about twenty years as a mineral dealer, I have decided it is time to “call it quits.” I have enjoyed being a 
dealer at our shows, but now that I have reached the ripe old age of 82, I find the setting up and take down at the 
shows has become more hard work than fun. 

Therefore, I am offering all of my stock and equipment for sale. If interested in this sale, please contact me as 
soon as possible as this letter is going out to several dealers and others who have expressed interest. 

If you would like to know more you can reach Marie by phone at 413-743-9207. 

We need more members! 

In order to keep our club vibrant and active it’s become clear we need more members to help organize and plan 
events. At our next meeting we will discuss ways to accomplish this and your participation is vitally important. 
Please plan on attending our October meeting so your voice can be heard. 

 

 
 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
President:   
 Dan Washburn  
 P.O. Box 144 
Sand Lake, NY 12153       518-495-2070  
 

Vice-President: 
Larry Michon 
P.O. Box 297 
North Adams, MA 01247  413-663-8430 
 

Treasurer: 
Cindy Hancock 
45 Spring St., Apt. 103 
North Adams, MA 01247   413-664-4115 
 

Co-Secretaries: 
Sherry Melendy 
1306 Potash Brook Road 
Chester, VT 05143               802-875-4868 
 

Amy Feld 
6 Morgan Manor, #4 
Lenox, MA 01240               413-637-8237 

 
COMMITTEES  
 

Programs:  
Larry Michon 
Vice President,    413-663-8430 
 

Annual Show Committee:  
Cheryl Gasperetti,  Cheryl LeClaire, and 
Larry Michon  
 

Field Trips:    
Bob Michaels, 
Chairman             413-664-0750       
email:  percibul@aol.com  
 

Streakplate  Editor: 
Larry Michon,  413-663-8430 
lmichon@rcn.com 

“The Club” was founded in 1959. The 
purpose of the club is to develop and 
educate students, the community, and our 
members in the field of mineralogy, 
including the formation of rocks and 
minerals, the collection of minerals, their 
identification and display, and in the 
lapidary art of cutting, polishing and 
faceting; and to serve the educational needs 
of the communities in which club members 
live. 
 
…from the Constitution of The Northern 
Berkshire Mineral Club 
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Letter to the Editor:  A letter from Betty Kelley, original and life-time member of the Northern 
Berkshire Mineral Club: 
 
If you didn’t attend our last two meetings you really missed a fantastic auction with unbelievable prices for 
great specimens, books and other items at our March meeting. At the April meeting Bob Michaels produced a 
great show on mineral reaction to short-wave and long-wave black light with specimens from many locations. 
 
Our show in September is coming along but we can sure use your help to make it even better. Please contact 
anyone on our show committee to volunteer. We are putting an August display of minerals in the North Adams 
and Adams Public Libraries and giving a talk on minerals at the North Adams library prior to our show. If you 
live out of the area and have a public library can you set up an August display to advertise our club and show? 
 
Did you realize we are not only members of the Northern Berkshire Mineral Club but also members of Eastern 
Federation of Mineralogy and American Federation of Mineralogy. In other words you have the great honor of 
being in a group of mineralogists clear across the United States. Our president, Dan Washburn has a list of clubs 
and phone numbers for other clubs in the United States. If you are vacationing in other areas call Dan for 
contacts. 
 
Let us know how you are sharing our great family hobby in the mineral world. Write about it and send to Larry 
Michon, our new editor until elections. 

Turquoise 
 

Turquoise is one of the world's earliest-used gem materials. Ranked with the jades of the Orient and lapis in the 
Near East, turquoise has been revered for thousands of years. In the Southwestern United States, no gemstone 
has been held in greater esteem. Diggings at Chaco Canyon and other ancient sites have revealed tens of 
thousands of pieces of turquoise in various stages of lapidary treatment. Where ancient leaders were buried, the 
amount of turquoise present in the grave sites indicates that it was a stone of significance long ago. Hardly a 
deposit of turquoise was left undiscovered by the ancient ones. Today, the gem material's popularity reaches 
from the Southwestern United States across the entire world.  

It seems that for many societies turquoise was considered a stone of life and good fortune and had healing 
properties. In ancient Egypt it was mentioned as having mystical powers and was used in the art figures and 
ornaments. In India it was used in art, medicine, and jewelry. In Tibet every Tibetan carried or wore a piece of 
turquoise all their life. In North and South America the stone was used in religion, art, trade, treaty negotiations 
as well as for jewelry. It was considered to be associated with life itself. 

Other properties attributed to turquoise was the ability to prevent injury through accident, prevent blindness by 
placing on the eyes or ground into a slave and as a powder. It was ingested to cure stomach disorders, internal 
bleeding, and stings from snakes and scorpions. Their colors could forecast the good or bad, predict the weather 
and influence dreams. It was good for almost any ailment including insanity. 
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Turquoise consists of the chemical elements copper, aluminum, phosphorus, hydrogen and oxygen in the form 
of water. Most turquoise is found in ‘alteration zones’ where the native original rocks have been altered thru the 
intrusion of other rocks from some volcanic or other thermal influence. 

The color of turquoise can vary from deep blue to deep green with every variation in between. Generally the 
more copper in the molecule, the bluer the turquoise. Iron in the stone makes it greener. More moisture will also 
cause turquoise to turn greener in color. 

Placing turquoise in animal fat can change the stone to a deeper color. Dipping it in water can also alter the 
color. These methods are only temporary though. 

There are 4 types of turquoise you will see in the jewelry market 

1. Natural - This comes directly from the mine. It is cut shaped and polished and set into jewelry. It has no 
man made treatment or additives other than a polishing compound that adds to its luster. Most stones in 
this state are very close to gem quality. 

2. Stabilized – This is a natural turquoise usually in nugget form, but does not hold a luster. It is submerged 
into a stabilizing compound and dried, cut and prepared for jewelry. The turquoise has not been altered. 
The pores of the stone have been filled with a clear resin that makes the stone usable. This process 
allows for diversity of shapes and possibilities in jewelry making. Color Stabilized stones ARE altered 
and the color has been added by this process. This in not necessarily bad, but it has less value than a 
piece that is naturally colored. 

3. Treated - This form of color enhancement has been used for thousands of years. It is done as discussed 
earlier by submerging into animal fat or vegetable oil and later air dried. This will not last very long. 

4. Fake and Synthetic – Ceramics, bone, celluloid and plastic are used to imitate turquoise. Synthetic 
turquoise has a very natural matrix that is produced by placing stones in the synthetic “batter”  

If you want to collect turquoise today, the only option is to go to an operating mine, where permission is a must. 
Rarely is it possible for the individual collector to obtain good rough on his or her own. The vast amount of 
turquoise being mined is obtained under contract with one of the big copper companies operating an open pit. 
The turquoise is mined by contract miners who suffer the costs and share the profits with the mining company. 
Despite the difficulty of collecting turquoise, rough material remains widely available to fill the high demand.  

A Day at a Turquoise Mine 

This past April Cheryl LeClaire and I traveled the desert southwest to visit the national parks in the area and to 
do some rockhounding. In Tonopah, Nevada we hit the jackpot when we stumbled into Dean Otteson's 
Turquoise store. The Otteson family has been mining Royston turquoise in Tonopah since 1958. Here is a link 
for more information about the Otteson's passion for turquoise http://www.roystonturquoise.com/index.htm  In 
2007 Dean and his family were featured on the Travel channels show “Cash and Treasures” featuring treasure 
hunter Kirsten Gumm. If you have a Netflix account or if you try the one month free option you can watch the 
episode at 
http://www.netflix.com/Movie/Cash_Treasures_Collection_1/70103713?strackid=34b2ec351d75c53d_0_srl&st
rkid=629810570_0_0&lnkctr=srchrd-sr&trkid=222336 You can also read about the filming here 
http://www.roystonturquoise.com/travelchannel.htm 

 

 



STREAKPLATE                               Page 5   

We quickly made arrangements to spend the 
next day collecting rough turquoise at one of 
Dean's active mines. The day dawned cool and 
sunny, just perfect for rockhounding. We were 
joined by several other people and together we 
formed a convoy and headed out of town. We 
followed Dean onto a dirt road that led us up 
onto the side of a hill where his heavy 
equipment was located. From the top there was 
a commanding view of the surrounding desert landscape. Other turquoise mining operations were visible all 
around us. Dean fired up his backhoe to expose some new material for us to collect. We had a blast and after 
several hours of collecting we came away with two large bags of turquoise rough. Afterwards we returned to 
their store where they looked over the material we had collected and selected a few pieces to cut and polish for 
us. We were allowed to look over their shoulders and watch our rocks transform into beautiful pieces of 
finished turquoise.  

  

 

Larry watches Dean Otteson cut his turquoise. 

Cheryl collecting at the mine. 

Dean inspects Larry’s find. 


